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Late Edition 

Today, partly sunny, mild in the af- 
ternoon, high 50. Tonight, increas- 
ingly cloudy, low 43. Tomorrow, 
cloudy with occasioned rain show- 
ers, high 50. Weather map. Page B8. 
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Even Loyalty 
No Guarantee 
Against Putin 


Russia Reaps Benefits 
of Oil Tycoon^s Fall 


By STEVEN LEE MYERS 
andJO BECKER 

MOSCOW — Vladimir P. Yev- 
tushenkov, not long ago one of 
Russia's richest men, walked free 
on Dec. 17 after 92 days under 
house arrest. He was held by 
prosecutors on charges of laun- 
dering money from the purchase 
of an oil company in 2009 — 
charges that President Vladimir 
V. Putin ultimately acknowledged 
could not be substantiated. 

By then, the legal case against 
him had stripped him of his 
shares of the oil company, Bash- 
neft, and returned them to the 
property of the state. In a matter 
of months, his legal odyssey 
drained as much as 90 percent of 
Mr. Yevtushenkov's fortune, 
leaving him scrambling to sal- 
vage what he could of companies 
and subsidiaries that trade on the 
London and New York stock ex- 
changes. 

The swift, unexpected and still 
largely unexplained expropria- 
tion of Bashneft is the latest case 
to highlight the darker corners of 
the political and economic sys- 
tem that Mr. Putin has developed 
during his 15 years as Russia's 
paramount leader. 

Even as he has wielded the vir- 
tually unchallenged power of 
government and legal bureaucra- 
cy to reward a new class of oli- 
garchs, friends and allies from 
his years in St. Petersburg, he 
has also used the same instru- 
ments to punish those whose po- 
litical or economic interests fall 
afoul of the Kremlin's. For each 
winner in Mr. Putin's system, 
there are inevitably losers. 

Mr. Yevtushenkov has now 
joined a list that includes not only 
Putin critics like the exiled for- 
mer oil executive Mikhail B. Kho- 
dorkovsky, who spent 10 years in 
prison before being freed by Mr. 
Putin, and Aleksei A. Navalny, 
the lawyer and businessman 
turned anticorruption crusader 
who, after final arguments in the 
Continued on Page A8 


After Scrutinyy 
C.I. A. Mandate 
Is Untouched 


ByMARKMAZZETTI 

WASHINGTON — Over a 
lunch in Washington in 1976, 
James J. Angleton, for years the 
ruthless chief of counterintelli- 
gence at the C.I.A., likened the 
agency to a medieval city occu- 
pied by an invading army. 

"Only, we have been occupied 
by Congress," he told a young 
congressional investigator. "With 
our files rifled, our officials hu- 
miliated, and our agents ex- 
posed." 

The spymaster had cause for 
worry. He had endured a public 
grilling about his role in domestic 
spying operations by a select 
committee headed by Senator 
Frank Church, a Democrat from 
Idaho, that spent years looking 
into intelligence abuses. And the 
Central Intelligence Agency, used 
to doing what it wanted while 
keeping Congress mostly in the 
dark, was in the midst of con- 
vulsions that would fundamental- 
ly remake its mission. 

Nearly four decades later, an- 
other Senate committee's allega- 
tions that the C.I.A. has engaged 
in torture, lying and cover-up 
have stirred echoes of the Church 
era — raising the question of 
whether the agency is in for an- 
other period of change. 

But the scathing report the 
Senate Intelligence Committee 
Continued on Page A5 


1^ 

4 


WONG MAYE-E/ ASSOCIATED PRESS 


10 Years After the Sea Lashed Out 

A father and son in Ban Nam Khem, Thailand, on Friday commemorated the tsunami that killed nearly a quarter-million people. 


Sudden U.S. Thaw Worries Cuban Dissidents 


By VICTORIA BURNETT 
and WILLIAM NEUMAN 

HAVANA — Sitting in her 
brother's spare apartment, near 
a blinking plastic Christmas tree, 
Sonia Garro was relishing her 
newfound freedom, happily trad- 
ing her prison garb for a purple 
dress and flip-flops with bright 
pink plastic bows over the toes. 

Ms. Garro, a member of the Cu- 
ban dissident group known as the 
Ladies in White, had just spent, 
by her count, two years, nine 
months and 20 days behind bars. 
Her surprise release, a senior 
American official said, came as 


part of the secret negotiations 
that led to the historic agreement 
restoring diplomatic relations be- 
tween the United States and 
Cuba. 

But while Ms. Garro flashed a 
toothpaste-ad smile, thrilled to be 
spending Christmas with her 18- 
year-old daughter and other rela- 
tives, she had serious reserva- 
tions about the deal. Like many 
dissidents, she was uneasy with 
the sudden rapprochement be- 
tween Washington and Havana, 
including the softening of the 
longstanding economic embargo 
against Cuba. 

"A country that violates the hu- 


man rights of its people shouldn't 
have sanctions lifted," Ms. Garro 
said. "Here there is no freedom of 
speech, there is no freedom of 
anything. This will give them 
more leeway to continue operat- 
ing with the same impunity that 
they have always operated with." 

There have long been certain- 
ties in a dissident's life in Cuba: 
the weekly marches of the Ladies 
in White; the hours, days, years 
spent behind bars; the crowds of 
government supporters and state 
agents at the doors of activists, 
hurling eggs, insults or blows. 

And until last week, many dis- 
Continued on Page A6 
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The Cuban dissident group Ladies in White marched Sunday for the rights of political prisoners. 


A Boy in ISIS. 
A Suicide Vest. 
A Hope to Live. 


ByTIMARANGO 

BAGHDAD — Before war con- 
vulsed his hometown in Syria, 
Usaid Barho played soccer, loved 
Jackie Chan movies and adored 
the beautiful Lebanese pop sing- 
er Nancy Ajram. He dreamed of 
attending college and becoming a 
doctor. 

His life, to say the least, took a 
detour. 

On a recent evening in Bagh- 
dad, Usaid, who is 14, approached 
the gate of a Shiite mosque, un- 
zipped his jacket to show a vest of 
explosives, and surrendered him- 
self to the guards. 

"They seduced us to join the 
caliphate," he said several days 
later in an interview at a secret 
Iraqi intelligence site where he is 
being held. 

Usaid described how he had 
been recruited by the Sunni ex- 
tremists of the Islamic State from 
a mosque in his hometown, Man- 
bij, near Aleppo. He said he 
joined the group willingly be- 
cause "I believed in Islam." 

"They planted the idea in me 
that Shiites are infidels and we 
had to kill them," he said in the in- 
terview, which took place in the 
presence of an Iraqi intelligence 
official. 

If he did not fight, he was told, 
Shiites would come and rape his 
mother. 

He soon found himself in Iraq, 
but he quickly had misgivings 
and wanted to escape. His best 
chance, he decided, was a risky 
deception: volunteer to be a sui- 
Continued on Page A3 


SOME STATES SEE 
BUDGETS AT RISK 
AS OIL PRICE FALLS 


FROM ALASKA TO TEXAS 


Feeling a Pinch Now, and 
Bracing to Lose Jobs 
and Tax Revenue 


By MANNY FERNANDEZ 
and JEREMY ALFORD 

HOUSTON — States depend- 
ent on oil and gas revenue are 
bracing for layoffs, slashing 
agency budgets and growing in- 
creasingly anxious about the rip- 
ple effect that falling oil prices 
may have on their local econo- 
mies. 

The concerns are cutting 
across traditional oil states like 
Texas, Louisiana, Oklahoma and 
Alaska as well as those like North 
Dakota that are benefiting from 
the nation's latest energy boom. 

"The crunch is coming," said 
Gunnar Knapp, a professor of 
economics and the director of the 
Institute of Social and Economic 
Research at the University of 
Alaska Anchorage. 

Experts and elected officials 
say an extended downturn in oil 
prices seems unlikely to create 
the economic disasters that ac- 
companied the 1980s oil bust, be- 
cause energy-producing states 
that were left reeling for years 
have diversified their economies. 
The effects on the states are 
nothing like the crises facing big 
oil-exporting nations like Russia, 
Iran and Venezuela. 

But here in Houston, which 
proudly bills itself as the energy 
capital of the world, Hercules Off- 
shore announced it would lay off 
about 300 employees who work 
on the company's rigs in the Gulf 
of Mexico at the end of the 
month. Texas already lost 2,300 
oil and gas jobs in October and 
November, according to prelimi- 
nary data released last week by 
the federal Bureau of Labor Sta- 
tistics. 

On the same day. Fitch Ratings 
warned that home prices in Tex- 
as "may be unsustainable" as the 
price of oil continues to plummet. 
The American benchmark for 
crude oil, known as West Texas 
Intermediate, was $54.73 per bar- 
rel on Friday, having fallen from 
more than $100 a barrel in June. 

In Louisiana, the drop in oil 
prices had a hand in increasing 
the state's projected 2015-16 
budget shortfall to $1.4 billion and 
prompting cuts that eliminated 
162 vacant positions in state gov- 
ernment, reduced contracts 
across the state and froze ex- 
penses for items like travel and 
supplies at all state agencies. An- 
other round of reductions is ex- 
pected as soon as January. 

And in Alaska — where about 
90 percent of state government is 
funded by oil, allowing residents 
to pay no state sales or income 
taxes — the drop in oil prices has 
worsened the budget deficit and 
could force a 50 percent cut in 
capital spending for bridges and 
Continued on Page All 


Men in Blue, Bearing a Brother They Didnt Know 


Two training tools used by a 
special team of police officers are 
kept in a storage room at the Po- 
lice Academy in College Point, 
Queens, purposefully 
out of sight. To happen 
upon them unexpect- 
edly would be unnerv- 
ing. 

They are coffins. 
They were bought by 
the Police Department from fu- 
neral homes, and are used to 
train the pallbearers called on to 
carry a fallen officer's coffin at a 
funeral. 

Anyone who has ever attended 
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the funeral of an officer killed in 
the line of duty knows that every 
second of the ceremony is metic- 
ulously planned. The selection of 
pallbearers is no exception. 

They are volunteers who most 
likely have never met the de- 
ceased, but who have spent many 
hours training for this day. This 
will be true at the funeral on Sat- 
urday for Officer Rafael Ramos, 
one of two officers killed in an 
ambush a week ago. The pall- 
bearers were notified on Tues- 
day, after arrangements were 
made by the Ramos family. 

They are not paid any extra, 
nor do their careers benefit from 


the task. "They remember grow- 
ing up, watching on the news, a 
police officer's funeral," said Lt. 
Tony Giorgio, commanding offi- 
cer of the Police Department's 
Ceremonial Unit, which oversees 
police funerals. 

"Maybe they had someone in 
the family who was a police offi- 
cer," the lieutenant said. "They 
want to get involved when there's 
a funeral and do the right thing. 
'Hey, this is the last day on Earth 
this officer is going to spend, and 
I want to do the best job possible 
to make that day a significant 
day for the family and the police 
Continued on Page AM 
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GATHERING FOR WAKE Crow^ds at Christ Tabernacle in Queens 
mourned Rafael Ramos, one of tv^o slain officers. Page A13. 


BUSINESS DAY Bl-6 

Wanko? It's a Brand in China 

Chinese retailers, trying to appeal to 
shoppers who prefer goods made over- 
seas, choose brand names that sound 
foreign, even if they don't make sense in 
a foreign language. page bi 



alp 


I'm 

m 



n 

J * If 


INTERNATIONAL A3-9 

Prisoner Swap in Ukraine 

The government of Ukraine and sepa- 
ratists from the country's southeast be- 
gan exchanging prisoners of war in a 
rare sign of cooperation. PAGE A4 


NATIONAL AlO-12 

Overhauling Science Class 

A small but growing number of colleges 
are trying to teach science in more ac- 
tive and engaging ways. page AlO 

Rules on Attorneys General 

A bipartisan effort to insulate state at- 
torneys general from outside influence 
is taking shape. page AlO 


SPORTSSATURDAY Dl-6 

Scoping Out the Playoff Picture 

Almost all of the N.F.L. playoff field is 
set. But with the exception of the New 
England Patriots (who have clinched 
the top seed in the A.F.C.), the other 
teams that have qualified will be 
battling for seeding or a bye on the 
regular season's final day. page di 

NEWYORKA13-15 

At Yale, a Nave in All Its Glory 

The Sterling Memorial Library, a cathe- 
dral-like edifice built at Yale in the 1930s, 
was the beneficiary of a $20 million gift 
that has restored and reimagined its 
vaulted entrance hall. page ai4 


ARTSCl-10 

Dance of the Natural World 

Ronald K. Brown's "Four Corners," per- 
formed by the Alvin Alley American 
Dance Theater at City Center, drama- 
tizes the four winds steered by angels. A 
review. page C4 



THIS weekend 

The Lives They Lived 

Remembering some of the lives we lost 
in 2014, including Pete Seeger, Lauren 
Bacall and Ruby Dee. the magazine 

Found in Translation 

Two new translations bring Tolstoy's 
"Anna Karenina" to life. BOOK review 


EDITORIAL, OP-ED A16-17 

JoeNocera pageai? 



